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Examiner 
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Applicant(s) 
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Period fo7 RepT'''^^ ^^^^ "^'"'^ communication appears on the covGr sheet with the correspondence address - 

^m^p^Sam fuJ^ SfJ^IV'^^'^^ '^^P'-Y IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 

THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION " 

■ lnnoeven,.howeve..a,arep,ybe.i.e,v«,ed 

' T ^ii^" IH" ^^P'y »atute. causeVe apSS to LecleAel^^^^^ communication. 

^rA^Su^t^r^t'frr^^^^^^^ 

status 

Responsive to communication(s) filed on 9/13/2004 . 
2a)B This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-finaL 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex pa/te Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) IE1 Claim(s) 9 and 13-16 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 9 and 13-16 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 om The drawing(s) filed on 07 September ?001 is/are: aM accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant nnay not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to See 37 CFR 1 121(d) 

11) U The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fomi PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9 

12) 13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f) 
a)ia All b)n Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3.S Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 . 11 4, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 . 1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 
September 13, 2004 has been entered. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

l^i*Ilr in"!?"" °' '^^^""^^'^ " P""*^^ publication in this or a foreign country or in public 

sStes """'^ *° °' ^PP"°^*'°" f°'p^t«"t tl^e United 

3. Claims 9, 13-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Nilsson et al. 

Nilsson teaches a device with elongate cavity (deep groove) 17 between capillary 
wicks (shallow grooves) 23 and 19, covered by partition 1 1 (Figure 6, column 5, lines 
36-68). With respect to claim 14, the two shallow grooves meet at deep groove 17, and 
the ends of the two shallow groves are "capillary action enabled" whereas the portion of 
deep groove 17 where the shallow grooves meet is "capillary action not enabled". 

4. Applicant's arguments filed September 1 3, 2004 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

5. Applicant argues that the device of Nilsson does not provide independent 
movement of two fluids in the shallow grooves, but the examiner has relied upon the 
embodiment of Figure 6. which shows two parallel shallow grooves 19. 23 flanking deep 
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groove 17. These features can be fairly considered grooves because they are elongate 
channels as shown in Figure 6. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jan M. Ludlow whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1260. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 1 1 :30 am - 8:00 
pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jill A. Warden can be reached on (571 ) 272-1267. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 

Jan M. Ludlow 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1743 

Jml 

November 29, 2004 



